Mennonite history is an
open road for filmmaker

by lan Froese

AMERON Dueck set off on his mo-

torcycle to the southernmost region

in South America last Tuesday morn-
ing to research a book and film about modern
Mennonite cultures in Latin America.

He began his six-month quest at a fitting
location, the spot where the first Mennonites
landed in Western Canada in 1874.

“If it wasn’t a bit of a personal story, then I
wouldn’t have started here,” explained Dueck
last Monday from the Mennonite Memorial
Landing Site. It is located at the junction of
the Rat and Red rivers southwest of Niver-
ville on PR 200.

Dueck knows what it’s like to be away
from home. The 38-year-old from Mennville,
a small Manitoba community north of River-
ton, has spent 15 years around the world in
cities like New York, London, Hong Kong
and his current residence in Singapore. But as
some Mennonites distance themselves from
their culture while they’re away, the interna-
tional journalist, filmmaker and adventurer
found that his curiosity only grew.

“When you’re away and you start explor-
ing other people’s cultures, you start thinking
more about your own culture,” said Dueck.
“You go home and you ask yourself, ‘where
did I actually come from?””

That eagerness and craving for adventure
has been with Dueck for a while. He quit
his day job as a Hong Kong journalist a few
years ago to set sail for Canada’s Northwest
Passage with a writing pad in one hand and a
video camera in the other. He left last week
for another adventure, this one a motorcycle
trip he will also turn into a book and a docu-
mentary film.

“I like adventure, and this seemed like a
good adventure,” he said. “And I have the
professional excuse of doing a book and a
film.”

Dueck’s trip took him to New York last
weekend where he received a flag from the
prestigious Explorer’s Club, a group that rec-
ognizes international adventures and its re-
search component.

After a trip down the American east coast,
Dueck will travel through central Mexico, tra-
verse Central America, and take a boat from
Panama to Colombia to avoid the virtually
impassable terrain with his bike.

Afterward, Dueck will follow the moun-
tains down the west coast of South America
and criss-cross to the eastern end of the con-
tinent. He hopes to be in Argentina for New
Year’s, the last of the 18 countries he intends
to roll through.

Dueck is allocating plenty of time on his
trip to interact with the Mennonite colonies in

Latin America. He’s had no choice but to do a
lot of research to prepare for the road ahead,
but Dueck says he wants to keep an open
mind.

“I'm trying to leave here (Manitoba) with
no stereotypes,” Dueck said. “T want to see it
for myself.”

Cameron’s father Leonard was one of the
30 friends and relatives of Dueck on hand last
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week to wish him luck. Leonard said the life
of an adventurer isn’t what he recommended
for his son, but he concedes it’s not really his
choice.

“I just feel that if you can’t beat him, join
him,” Leonard said, proudly. “I'll clap my
hands and wish him well.”
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Writer and filmmaker Cameron Dueck embarked last week on a motorcycle journey to the
southernmost region in Latin America to research a book and film about modern Mennonite

cultures.



